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Vaccination Mandate Survey 

September 2021 

 

Background: Effective September 22, 2021, the Province of Ontario implemented mandatory proof of 

vaccination in select settings. Although Libraries were excluded from this requirement some may choose 

to go beyond what is required and some may adopt the guidelines established by their municipality. 

There are many questions regarding the impact of proof of vaccination on library programs. 

FOPL launched an online survey to member libraries to gather information on how they are responding 

to this issue and well as their thoughts on requiring vaccination for staff and members of the public. This 

report outlines the results of the survey.  

Survey Results: 

• 192 responses received 

Although the number of libraries establishing a mandatory vaccine policy for staff were fairly equal (55% 

responded yes and 45% no), the majority of libraries (85%) were not entertaining a mandatory 

vaccination policy for public access to libraries. 55% of respondents do not support the inclusion of 

public libraries in future non-essential vaccine passport criteria. 

Only 35% of respondents shared comments on how libraries could minimize barriers to access for 

marginalized community members who may not be able to be vaccinated. Common themes included: 

• Offering curbside service, including for computer access 

• Continuing expectations for hand hygiene, physical distancing, and mask-wearing 

• Offer rapid testing 

• Share information on vaccination, including staff training on supporting community members 

who may want to be vaccinated but have struggled to access clinics 

• It was noted that there would be challenges for front-line staff if they were required to confirm 

vaccination status before allowing entry to the library 

• Many noted that exemptions would be required, and a duty to accommodate for health or 

protected grounds 

Several noted the importance of not limiting service to patrons, even if entry to the building may be 

restricted to those who are fully vaccinated.  

When respondents were asked to elaborate on why they would not support requiring proof of 

vaccination, there was a wide range of responses. The most common responses were as follows: 

• Vaccination does not prevent the spread of the Delta variant 

• The importance of privacy and access to services and resources 

• Lack of technology to read QR codes on vaccine receipts, and/or poor internet connection 

• Not enough staff to manage checking vaccine status 

• Many wrote of the essential services provided by libraries and the disservice it would do the 

library profession to turn people away. Access for all is a long-standing professional value. 
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• Libraries are not high-risk spaces, and do provide essential services that anyone should be 

able to access 

It is worth noting that many respondents felt differently about requiring vaccination for library 

employees. As well, several indicated that while proof of vaccination should not be required to enter the 

library, they were unsure or supportive of requiring proof to attend programs. Reasons for this included 

that people were in smaller spaces together. 

The issue of proof of vaccination in public libraries is complex and challenging to impose a one-size-fits-

all solution.  

 

Note: Guidelines for vaccine passports in public libraries continue to evolve. Many libraries are subject 

to guidelines put forth by their municipalities and/or public health units. FOPL will continue to share 

updates from OLS and the MHSTCI as they are received. 

 

Prepared by: 

Research and Development Working Group 

November 12, 2021 
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Full Survey Results 

 
Q1 
Is your Board or Municipality developing a mandatory vaccination policy for employees? 

• Answered: 192  
• Skipped: 0 

 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes 54.69% 
105 

No 45.31% 
87 

TOTAL 192 

  
 
Q2 
Is your Board or Municipality developing a mandatory vaccination policy [vaccination passport] for 
public access? 

• Answered: 192  
• Skipped: 0 

 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes 15.63% 
30 

No 84.38% 
162 

TOTAL 192 

 
Q3 
Do you support public libraries being included in future non-essential vaccination passport criteria? 

• Answered: 192  
• Skipped: 0 

 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes 44.27% 
85 

No 55.73% 
107 

TOTAL 192 
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Q4 
How would you recommend our industry minimizes barriers to access for marginalized members of 
the community who may not be able to become vaccinated (e.g. health reasons, non-legal residents, 
homeless)? 

• Answered: 69  
• Skipped: 123 

 
▪ Everyone wears a mask, sanitizes their hands before entering. 
▪ I will accept marginalized members to our libraries 
▪ provide education on need for vaccination require rapid tests provide curbside pickup provide 

digital access 
▪ curbside pick up, outside spaces for use 
▪ Must wear masks and social distance 
▪ Curb side, before and after normal operating hours appointments 
▪ it sounds like access to collections and public computers will be preserved, but indoor programs, 

rentals, events we will be wanting the vaccine passports 
▪ rapid testing 
▪ Have masks and gloves ready for marginalized members of the community. Also, perhaps have a 

computer they can use curbside to know what material they would like to use or borrow. 
▪ allow online access to eBooks and virtual programs and pick up holds only 
▪ Alternatives used during lockdowns such as pick-up services. Houseless people have been a 

priority group for vaccination in my municipality. 
▪ Through an exemption process. 
▪ access to public services (i.e. computers, collections, etc) should not require proof of 

vaccination, but access to in person group programs and rental options should support the 
provincial mandate. The Province needs to come up with a way to show eligibility without 
sharing health info. 

▪ Our focus should be on offering access to all, recognizing that public spaces must remain safe 
spaces. Developing options for Access, curb side pick-up, vaccinated program registration and 
online options for those not vaccinated. 

▪ offer alternative services such as curbside or remote printing options 
▪ Allow entry with medical proof 
▪ Encourage government to support these individuals in being vaccinated. 
▪ Continue to offer curbside services or option of rapid testing to prove negative Covid status 
▪ exceptions are okay (health). Need to value frontline staff over barriers to members that put 

staff at risk. 
▪ Help them get vaccinated 
▪ We could provide a drop off system or pick up at Library as we have done through the Pandemic 

or we could set aside time slots when patrons could enter with the proper protection and use 
the facility. Taking resources to community members who are unable to attend the Library in 
person for whatever reason has always been part of our Library practices. 

▪ I wouldn't want access to the library at all restricted to the vaccinated, just things like programs 
where quarters are close. We've never had any of our homeless attend such programs, I 
wouldn't ever recommend that the people with health reasons so strong as to not get 
vaccinated attend programs in close quarters during COVID-19 times, and our province is doing 
the best it can do be sure that even the homeless and non-legal get vaccinated. I think I'd 
advocate for a period where it wasn't required and there were clinics nearby or even in the 
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library, so we could make sure everyone who hasn't had the opportunity but is willing to take it 
up gets vaccinated. I work with children. I can't advocate for adults who could be vaccinated but 
haven't hanging out with my population, who can't get a vaccine at all. 

▪ Staff could be required to get regular covid checks, and continue to have events online or 
outdoors as long as needed. 

▪ mask wearing (masks should be provided in lower-income areas), doctor's note 
▪ I think that vaccination be mandatory for library staff but not for folks wanting to access 

libraries. 
▪ Do not include patrons in policy 
▪ There should be exemptions available for those who cannot be vaccinated. 
▪ Rapid tests can be done on site, they take only 15 minutes. Health exemptions can be treated 

separately (a note from a physician), but keep in mind the College of Physicians has stated there 
are very few health exemptions to this vaccine. 

▪ Maintain the health and safety guidelines that are outlined, and establish a robust education 
program to help these members to understand what they need to do to stay safe. 

▪ Leverage the changes developed for the early days of the pandemic - e.g. takeout services, 
digital access cards/registration, personalized RA services, loanable technology (e.g. computers, 
wifi hotspots), virtual programs. 

▪ Maintaining curbside services, staff training/support to facilitate connecting those who want to 
be vaccinated (but are experiencing barriers) with Public Health, etc 

▪ offer library parking lots or property to set up mobile vaccination spots so that they can get 
vaccinated. 

▪ Continue to offer curbside service for those people, free wifi outside the building. 
▪ If they have a valid medical reason or exemption, then additional precautions will need to be 

taken if they wish to use the library. Staff are concerned that they will be a double standard and 
that they will be required to meet vaccine requirements while those using the library won't, 
putting them at a higher risk. 

▪ Our policy will request an individual show they are vaccinated OR have a recent negative test. I 
do not anticipate that the requirement for a vaccination will enduring - but most definitely a 
barrier during the stated pandemic period. Libraries can direct mail resource to patrons homes, 
curbside pick up, set up free little libraries with the discarded resources, lend out tablet with 
data packages (partner with health agencies to identify persons of need). coordinate with local 
shelter to deliver books. The vaccine policy is to limit a person entering the library building (not 
limit service) there are lots of option for services outside of the facility. 

▪ Use of alternative service models (e.g. curb-side pick-up). 
▪ There should be an official exception status to vaccine requirements. Vaccines should be made 

available to all members of the public regardless of status. 
▪ follow provincial guidelines on exemptions etc 
▪ If the options is either/or I would prefer libraries were part of the provincial program rather 

than vary between municipalities. We would have a duty to accommodate for health/ protected 
grounds - for some of the other types of barriers we would need to work together to come of 
with a consistent strategy that sought to address those barriers 

▪ mandatory masks 
▪ Garnering municipal support to reduce or manage barriers 
▪ I think we can find a way to support vulnerable individuals in the same way we support them if 

they don't have proof of address. I am not sure what this would look like but am confident that 
we can find a solution. 

▪ Medical exemptions 
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▪ Access to rapid testing 
▪ Exceptions will have to be made - that is consistent throughout. 
▪ My preference is that the passport only apply to group programming, study rooms, and other 

extended uses and not to general browsing, which is too similar to retail to be considered high 
risk. This should mean that non-vaccinated people can still access most services. Having said 
that, health reasons are already covered by the vaccination certificate program and libraries do 
not have to take them into account. Non-legal and homeless residents have access to 
vaccinations without barrier. 

▪ facilitate access to receiving vaccines 
▪ homeless people can be vaccinated. - health related issues can be exempt with proof. libraries 

can offer remote services by working with local organizations who are the primary service 
providers for certain marginalized groups. 

▪ Regular access without requirements, but vaccinations for onsite programs and gatherings. 
▪ Provide absolute access to library services for everyone. 2. Contact tracing attestation 
▪ Assist with accessing govt resources, booking appointments, info re walk-in clinics and printing 

off vaccine certificates. 
▪ Participate in pop-up vaccination clinics; provide information and awareness; share messaging 

from health units; recommend locations for pop up vaccine clinics 
▪ Continue to advocate for non-mandated vaccine passports 
▪ Curbside services Technology loan programs 
▪ Perhaps continue to offer curbside service 
▪ continue to promote hand sanitizing and masking continue to sanitize public use high use, public 

areas continue to hold used/returned items for 3 days 
▪ Including stated exemptions to the mandate 
▪ Offering alternative services such as curbside pick-up. 
▪ health reasons-there will be medical exemptions included the government should offer vaccines 

to everyone, regardless of housing or residency status-this is a pandemic, safety is more 
important than either of those factors 

▪ Make mask wearing an enforceable by-law. 
▪ My hope is that we will not require proof of vaccination from members of the public - this would 

be a challenging situation to put staff in. We are considering if programs would require 
participants to be vaccinated, but regular library services should continue to be available to 
anyone. 

▪ I am not for or against vaccine passports to access libraries, but to enforce anything requires 
consistency and what is currently available to the public does not look like a consistent 
application. 

▪ Many marginalized or homeless individuals often do not have ID or may not even have 
records/receipts available. 

 
Q5 
Can you elaborate on your opinion, and why you do not support proof of vaccination. 

• Answered: 95  
• Skipped: 97 
• While I strongly support the push to have all possible people get the vaccine, I do not think 

barring access to libraries is helpful or worthwhile. Library environment is fairly safe, not 
crowded, short visits, not group activity. Proof - has so many exceptions, and comes in many 
forms, which means a huge staff effort to check and police. Some activities are likely to be 
exempt like quick pickups or washroom use, which adds to the complexity. We are dubious 
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about collecting patron's private health data. Vaccination does not even prevent spread of 
Delta, so the effect of barring unvaccinated people except those who are exempt will have little 
impact. For programming - let meeting rules apply, and each library would create rules 
appropriate to their events, local health advice, municipal rules. 

• It will exclude many people from using the library (homeless and anti-vaxxers especially). As long 
as staff and patrons are properly protected, and capacity limits are followed, there should not 
be a problem. 

• I don't think it necessary in a library where people do not take off their masks to eat or drink. In 
person programming and proof of vaccine is a separate issue. 

• For privacy, accessibility and low risk factors I do not support the proof of vaccination within the 
public libraries. 

• We do not have the equipment to read the QR codes another expense we would need to incur. 
Plus the cell service inside the building is very sketchy at the best of times 

• limits access to services 2. concerns with personal privacy 3. concerns with added stress on staff 
implementing a mandatory proof of vaccine policy 

• As long as public health measures continue, I consider library usage to be fairly safe. If cases rise, 
and public health measures are no longer in place, I think the only way to protect yourself and 
others is to make it mandatory across the board - all public spaces must see proof of 
vaccination. Its the only way to allow public spaces (among others) to remain open. 

• Nobody should have to provide proof of their PERSONAL, PRIVATE, MEDICAL information to 
anyone other than their doctor. In addition, much research has shown and "health officials" 
have made it VERY clear that even a fully vaccinated person can STILL CONTRACT AND 
TRANSMIT COVID-19 to others. Library employees have been working since the beginning of this 
pandemic and taking the necessary safety precautions (hand-washing, distancing, disinfecting 
and sanitizing workstations, etc). It makes no sense why a vaccine policy would be mandated 
now, when we have all been working without issues and without anyone contracting COVID-19 
at work. 

• Too big a barrier to service. 
• I don't know how we can possibly staff or manage this at our very small library. We only have 

two staff on every shift. It is also very difficult enforcing masks when there are so many 
exemptions with no proof required on the part of the exempt. 

• patrons must wear masks while in the branches (and in the meeting rooms). 
• Inclusivity 
• I would support proof of vaccination, but only for in person group events/programs. I don't think 

proof of vaccination should be required just to come inside our buildings to borrow books or 
access the computers. 

• The Board does not see it necessary at this time. 
• Vulnerable populations would be negatively impacted. 
• While I have gotten the vaccination myself, libraries are not in the high-risk category and it 

would be very unfortunate, perhaps borderline discriminatory, to disallow people to use our 
services for this reason. Not everyone is able to get the vaccine. 

• It's a slippery slope. 
• Libraries should be available to all, not forcing people to either not use their service or dictating 

what people should think and do. 
• Libraries are the gateway to participation in society for many marginalized groups. Limiting 

access -- for any reason -- is dangerous, unfair and demeaning. 
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• I feel it may hurt a percentage of the population who are unvaccinated, who would need 
internet. While I want to ensure the safety and health of my staff, as a small library in a rural 
setting the risk of contamination is minimal. 

• Public libraries by nature are inclusive. We do not censor, discriminate or invade the privacy of 
community members. People with varied opinions and life choices are welcome in our spaces. 
We are not partisan. We offer information and access to education. As an essential social 
service, we need to be available to all. We follow all protocols for community health and safety, 
so no further exclusion or monitoring is necessary. 

• As long as measures such as maintaining distance, masking and hand sanitation are in place for 
staff and clientele, as well as clear vaccination policies for staff I feel that community 
transmission is not likely in a public library setting. It would place an additional burden on staff 
and be a barrier for some clients. 

• It has not been proven that the vaccinated spread delta less than the vaccinated. Also, in 
Toronto Public Library there have been no cases of in-library spread. It also goes against Charter 
rights. 

• Private information only between doctor and patient. 
• Intellectual freedom, body autonomy, equity, personal choice, privacy- are all challenged when 

forced to disclose PERSONAL and CONFIDENTIAL information, especially health information. This 
goes against everything libraries stand for! It is a human rights violation and ILLEGAL to force 
any private information to be disclosed without consent. It is unethical, unlawful, and violates 
my bodily integrity, whether or not I am vaxxed! 

• Public libraries are essential services to many. Public libraries have touted for decades that open 
access to ALL is our reason for existing and for our importance to society. We do not ask if 
someone has any sort of communicable disease when entering the library. We do not ask if they 
are on parole. We do not ask if they are illegal immigrants. If we truly believe that we should be 
open to all people regardless of creed, color, or other criteria then we should not require 
documentation of any kind whatsoever to enter our libraries. 

• Freedom of choice. 
• If the transient population are forced out of shopping malls and recreation centers and have 

nowhere to go to escape the cold in the winter or the heat in the summer, we will be creating an 
unnecessary emergency for an already marginalized population. 

• Libraries are the only barrier-free access point to literacy, knowledge, the internet, book, a safe 
space, clean washrooms, etc. This has been the mandate of libraries since our conception. 
Unless we want to re-write what a library stands for, we should not implement this barrier and 
discriminate. 

• Those who are opposed to vaccination need access to authoritative and medically sound 
information, in a space that they consider to be neutral. Requiring mandatory vaccination to 
enter the public library space might make it even harder to reach those members of the public. 

• I support it for places where masks are not always worn. I don't support it for libraries as it may 
create a barrier for some, particularly disadvantaged individuals. Passport also kind of go against 
the whole library freedom to choose thing. 

• Though I am of two minds about this issue, I regard the ability to access the Library and its 
services takes precedence over all other issues. I do, however, believe that this doesn't exempt 
Library users who have not been fully vaccinated from observing all protocols regarding masking 
and social distancing., and think that some signage should be posted in the Library to speak to 
the desirability of full vaccination. 

• I believe library’s are an essential part of our every day lives. And not everyone is able to get the 
vaccine, so why take it away? It’s not right to limit a person’s accessibility to something. 
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• For many, public libraries *are* an essential service. Access to the internet being one of the 
many services public libraries provide that is essential. While I am fully vaccinated and fully 
support and encourage vaccination, it's important we don't create barriers for our more 
vulnerable populations, or for those who rely on the library for essential services. 

• I worry it will exclude vulnerable members of the public who use the library frequently, such as 
people with mental health disorders who may not understand the complexity of vaccines, or 
who simply don't know to get it, or older adults who may forget their passport and get denied 
service. 

• Privacy 
• I value everyone's right to choose and their right to privacy -- in every aspect of their life. 
• There's been this troubling tendency throughout the pandemic to go back and forth on whether 

or not libraries are essential. Certainly, library workers have never been treated as essential, in 
terms of additional wages or protections, but if you take the position, as I do, that at the very 
least, libraries provide a highly important social good, then I wouldn't want to in turn see them 
formally classified as 'non-essential', just so that I'd have the assurance that all visitors to the 
library are vaccinated. Especially since I work in a library in a low-income community, I know 
that vaccination rates are likely to be lower among the population I serve because of the usual 
factors/barriers (mistrust of the medical system, inability to take time off work for 
vaccine/vaccine side effects, language barriers, etc.), but even still, I wouldn't want to see a 
vaccine passport imposed as a condition of entry. (Where my colleagues are concerned, I take a 
much harder line). I think it would be more useful to have public health units sending mobile 
vaccination clinics to libraries and community centres, to really reach the people who have thus 
far been missed, and for the library to step into the role as an information partner to public 
health units. 

• This is hard to police. Also, some patrons would be excluded, including those who are 
experiencing homelessness. 

• Our library has huge client base that are homeless and lower income. Often the library is their 
safe place and social hub. Vaccination passports would be a problem for many of those clients. 

• Privacy issues, barrier to service/accessibility, not lawful 
• As much as I personally support vaccine passports, I feel that barring someone from accessing 

public library services would be wrong. We serve many disenfranchised individuals who do not 
have many options. 

• The most current studies out of Israel and the US show that while the vaccine does protect from 
severe illness and death, the virus can still be transmitted by an unmasked vaccinated individual. 
While we are still at risk from vaccinated as well as unvaccinated people, masking, distancing, 
washing are important defences for everyone. Proof of vaccination would not necessarily stop 
the spread, therefore, and additionally, it might prevent people from accessing the library. In 
the respect, it becomes an equity issue for me. Also, vaccine passports for places such as gyms 
etc. Were adopted to encourage the 18 to 39 age group to become vaccinated, We don't need 
to use our libraries as a "convincing tool". In libraries, it is possible to hand sanitize, be socially 
distant and wear masks to ensure everyone's safety. 

• It infringes on people's privacy to their medical information 
• While the vast majority of our clientele are fully vaxed and capable of managing a passport 

system, the customers that are most in need of our services are often those least likely to have 
easy access to or knowledge of the technology required to have a digital passport. They are also 
often also the same people who are hesitant for systemic reasons. Libraries are about access 
and the passport limits access. They are also about education. I see no reason not to provide as 
much education about the benefits of getting vaccinated as we are able to and to provide 
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support in getting a vaccine to those who did not get a shot because of issues with transport, 
technology, language, etc. 

• Libraries are spaces where all are welcome regardless of beliefs, opinions, health history or any 
other criteria. We must remain welcoming and available to ALL people. If people want to be 
vaccinated, that is their right. It is also the right of people to not be vaccinated. An individual has 
control over their own body. Libraries should not require proof of vaccination to enter because 
absolutely everyone has the right to enter the library, no matter what. 

• It does not make the library fully equitable. We need to take the proper precautions but we 
cannot prohibit someone from entering the library because they are not vaccinated. 
Additionally, I do not have the staff to check every single person who comes into the library. 

• Would create a barrier for vulnerable persons to access the Library; do not have staff to be able 
to enforce/check at the door; Library is low-risk setting where distance can be maintained and 
masks can be worn at all times. 

• I believe it limits accessibility to those who may need it most. Of course, I hope everyone gets 
the vaccine that is able to (fully vaccinated myself), however it is a choice and the library does 
not need to be seen as a place segregating people and going against our ethics. 

• The Public Library is open to everyone. There are barriers to getting a vaccine and I do not want 
those to become barriers to people wishing to use library services. Having the vaccine does not 
prevent people from spreading COVID. Vaccinated, partially vaccinated, and nonvaccinated 
people can all spread it. Other safety measures need to be used to prevent the spread. 

 
Q6 
Are there other areas of focus FOPL should have in our advocacy planning pertaining to our public 
libraries during the ongoing pandemic? 

• Answered: 88  
• Skipped: 104 

 
• Better information from government to libraries about the changes - which I know you are 

working on, and better information about public service opportunities, like detailed information 
about how self-testing kits work, or whether laminating certificates is allowed. 

• Please differentiate between accessing the library and coming for in person programming. 
• Reference the Ontario Public Libraries Act. 
• We are in need of funding to improve air quality in our building. I have already spoken with our 

Municipality and they are not able to assist. We are also in need of an increased space. At this 
point in time it seems like we are a very long way from being able to resume programming. We 
will not be able to offer any programming until physical distancing restrictions are lifted. Our 
patrons are really missing in-person programming, and I am concerned about the development 
and mental health of our community. 

• I think we need to support the term, immunization record as opposed to vaccine passport. 
• I am happy with the information and focus taken during the pandemic, particularly the 

recognition that there are a range of needs and abilities throughout library communities. 
• Should include public libraries in all areas of pandemic policy 
• Nothing more related to the pandemic. 
• More grant funding directed specifically for libraries instead of municipalities as a whole 
• Vaccination information to combat misinformation 
• Add a tea, soup or coffee pack to the curbside delivery? 
• require proof of vaccination so we can get back to in person programming in all of our libraries 
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• Focus on mental health supports for staff and patrons/visitors. Fostering calm, peaceful 
discussion and providing information toward acceptable solutions, mutual tolerance and 
understanding. 

• Asking patrons for vaccination passports in libraries is a complete farce. We are the last true free 
spaces, and do not discriminate or turn away anyone based on race, religion, sexuality, or 
health! If we start denying access to the public, we jeopardize our integrity and everything we 
stand for. 

• Funding for HVAC upgrades or local area HEPA filtration systems. Guidance around filtration 
changed in the new year advocating for those without smartphones and how they will be able to 
continue to access services. 

• Funding to modify library spaces for safe access. 
• This time last year. Ontario was in Stage 3 of the first reopen Ontario roadmap. It was 

successful, until it wasn't. However, discussing with my peers at other Ontario Libraries, there 
were no super spreading events as a result of Libraries being open to the public. The hard work 
and restrictions that all public libraries followed last year allowed some sort engagement and 
access to content and services without risking public safety. If people require a vaccination 
passport to access a buildings for basic services that are unavailable or unaffordable otherwise, 
or requiring a vaccination passport to access a polling station on election day, we can't continue 
to believe the illusion that Canada is a free democratic society. 

• This pandemic is bigger than a vaccine passport. We need to remember why libraries exist. We 
are a critical hub in all communities. How do we support our community? How do we keep our 
community together in an ever-polarizing time? How do we keep access to information 
accessible to all? 

• Vaccine education advocacy 
• Ensuring pandemic guidelines are consistent across industries 
• I believe library’s continue with regular covid protocols 
• Protecting staff. Mental health crisis. 
• Could libraries host vaccination clinics? 
• Keep Library's as open and accessible as possible. Take programs out into the community if they 

cannot be accessed at the Library itself. Partner with other community agencies to deliver 
services where possible. 

• Keep pushing the abolition of library fines and reduced need for identification to access services, 
please. 

• Continuing to inform patrons of updates on the library websites will keep them aware of any 
changes. 

• Advocate for library staff and the right to privacy/non-disclosure in regards to vaccination 
status. 

• Yes, appropriate PPE and Decon procedures. 
• Encourage libraries to be reopened as much as possible 
• Escalating resistance and hostility to mask requirements makes me worry that people may see 

the library as a venue for their protestations. We are a public space not a private space -- the 
collective good requires cooperation and adherence to rules. 

• Budgets--advocate for capital improvements (re ventilation). 
• Please stand up for Libraries being spaces where all are welcome. Everyone should be able to 

enter the library. We are a safe space for all. 
• Mental health support for public library workers 
• continue efforts to secure funding for the Ontario Digital Library. E-resource use is way up due 

to pandemic, and I am sure many libraries are having trouble keeping up with demand. 
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• Not that I can think of. 
• Children need to return to in-library programs. With Public Health protocols, this can be done 

safely. 
• Masking mandates 
• to make sure we're considered essential services and if there are lockdowns, we should 

continue operating 
• No. Continue following provincial guidelines. 

 

 


