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WHEREAS public libraries across Canada are founded on the principles of free and open access 
to informa�on as a cornerstone of a democra�c society, respec�ng the rights of individuals to 
privacy, intellectual freedom, and choice;  

WHEREAS public libraries are locally governed ins�tu�ons, supported by municipali�es and 
guided by trained professionals who apply evidence-based policies and prac�ces to collec�on 
development and access; 

WHEREAS the Federa�on of Ontario Public Libraries has taken a strong stand in support of 
Intellectual Freedom, as reflected in FOPL’s Intellectual Freedom Posi�on Statement; and, 

WHEREAS the proposed amendments to the Alberta Libraries Act through Bill 28 represent a 
significant departure from long-standing Canadian public library principles, including 
independent local governance and professional, community-responsive decision-making; 

WHEREAS na�onal library organiza�ons have raised serious concerns that legislated restric�ons 
on access to library materials cons�tute censorship, erode intellectual freedom, weaken 
personal privacy protec�ons, and diminish public trust in libraries;  

FOPL affirms that decisions regarding library collec�ons and access must remain at the local 
level, guided by professional exper�se, community needs, and accountable governance 
structures - not poli�cal direc�on or legisla�ve overreach; 

FOPL further affirms that protec�ng the privacy of library users is essen�al to maintaining public 
trust and ensuring that libraries remain safe and inclusive spaces for all; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that FOPL expresses its strong support for the posi�ons advanced 
by the Canadian Federa�on of Library Associa�ons (CFLA-FCAB), the Canadian Urban Libraries 
Council (CULC), and the Coali�on of Alberta Public Libraries. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that FOPL calls on governments across Canada, library boards and 
library professionals to uphold the principles of intellectual freedom, local governance, and user 
privacy, to advocate for the autonomy and integrity of the public library in their communi�es, 
and to reject legisla�ve approaches that enable censorship or poli�cal interference in public 
libraries.  
 

https://fopl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Intellectual-Freedom-Statement.pdf
https://cfla-fcab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/CFLA-FCAB-Bill-28-Statement-2026-05-01.pdf
https://culc.ca/advocacy/alberta-announces-concerning-changes-to-its-libraries-act-with-bill-28/
https://culc.ca/advocacy/alberta-announces-concerning-changes-to-its-libraries-act-with-bill-28/
https://www.caplibraries.ca/newsroom/alberta-public-libraries-condemn-act-of-censorship

