ONTARIO DIGITAL PUBLIC LIBRARY

A province-wide Ontario Digital Public Library
would ensure every resident—regardless of
geography or income—has free access to
high-quality digital resources through their
local library.

From live tutoring to job training and language
learning, this smart investment supports
digital equity, lifelong learning, and stronger,
more connected communities.



Building the Foundation for the Ontario
Digital Public Library

The Ontario Digital Public Library (ODPL) is a
bold, cost-effective solution to bridge the digital
divide. With an annual provincial investment of
$10-$20 million, ODPL would provide equitable,
province-wide access to premium digital
resources through every local public library.

This includes live online tutoring, job skill
development, language learning, tools for
seniors and people with disabilities, and
trusted health and research databases—
available 24/7, anywhere in Ontario.

Today, access to these resources varies
dramatically. Small and rural libraries often
cannot afford costly digital tools, leaving their
communities underserved. For example,
Ontarians in towns under 5,000 often have
access to fewer than one-third of the resources
available in larger urban libraries, despite
having higher per capita usage.

By centralizing licensing and leveraging provincial
purchasing power, ODPL can reduce costs by
up to 40%, ensuring consistent, high-quality
access across the province.

This initiative builds on recent provincial
investments in library connectivity and aligns
with successful models in Alberta and
Saskatchewan.

The Ontario Digital Public Library is not just a
library service—it’s a smart public infrastructure
investment that empowers individuals, supports
economic growth, and builds a more inclusive,
connected Ontario.
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